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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

MAY 20 (legislative day, MAY 15), 1953

Read twice and referred to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce

JULY 8 (legislative day, JUIY 6), 1953

Reported by Mr. TolmEy without amendment

AN ACT
To amend section 501 of the Communications Act of 1934, so

that any offense punishable thereunder, except a second

or subsequent offense, shall constitute a misdemeanor rather

than a felony.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 That section 501 of the Communications Act of 1934, as

4 amended, is amended to read as follows:

5 "GENERAL PENALTY

6 "SEC. 501. Any person who willfully and knowingly

7 does or causes or suffers to be done any act, matter, or

8 thing, in this Act prohibited or declared to be unlawful, or

9 who willfully and knowingly omits or fails to do any act,

I



2

1 matter, or thing in this Act required to be done, or willfully

2 and knowingly causes or suffers such omission or failure,

3 shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished for such offense,

4 for which no penalty (other than a forfeiture) is provided

5 in this Act, by a fine of not more than $10,000 or by im-

6 prisonment for a term not exceeding one year, or both; ex-

7 cept that any person, having been once convicted of an

8 offense punishable under this section, who is subsequently

9 convicted of violating any provision of this Act punishable

10 under this section, shall be punished by a fine of not more

11 than $10,000 or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding

12 two years, or both."

Passed the House of Representatives May 19, 1953.

Attest: LYLE 0. SNADER,
Clerk.
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To amend section 501 of the Communications Act of 1934, so

that any offense punishable thereunder, except a second

or subsequent offense, shall constitute a misdemeanor rather

than a felony.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
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1 matter, or thing in this Act required to be done, or willfully

2 and knowingly causes or suffers such omission or failure,

3 shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished for such offense,

4 for which no penalty (other than a forfeiture) is provided

5 in this Act, by a fine of not more than $10,000 or by im-

6 prisonment for a term not exceeding one year, or both; ex-

7 cept that any person, having been once convicted of an

8 offense punishable under this section, who is subsequently
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